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 1905.J MAN. [Nos. 3-4.

 patches which make their appearance on Neolithic implements, and are the first visible
 signs of decay.

 With these the slow process of the disintegration of the flint commences: tlle

 surface becomes smooth to the touch, veins and patches of opaque white spread by slow
 degrees over the whole, and the surface then assumes the glazed aspect of porcelain.
 After a long period of time the glaze also disappears, and the surface becomes rough.

 These changes are caused by thie action of rain-water charged with a certain
 amount of carbonic acid, and are most rapid on chalky soils, especially where the chalk

 comes near the surface.

 Where, however, implements are bhiried in other than chalky drifts, or are protected
 by position from rainfall, little appreciable change takes place in their cOndition ; so that
 two implements of the same age, one from the surface and the other from a few feet

 below it, might in many cases be taken to belong to widely different periods. As a
 rule it may safely be asserted that implements buried in drift remains in much the same

 condition as they were at the time of their entombment.

 There are now in the British Museum some implements from Knowle in Wiltshire,
 recently added to the national collection, which, by the kindness of the authorities,
 I was lately afforded an opportunity of examining. These are especially interesting
 from the unusual condition of surface which they display, arising from what at first
 sight appears to be a brilliant vitreous glaze.

 A cursory inspection did not enable me to form a satisfactory opinion as to the

 cause of this appearance ; but a friend having since sent me for examination a

 characteristic specimen of these flints, I have arrived at what appears to me a solution
 of the question.

 By careful scrutiny under a glass of moderate power, the brilliancy is shown to

 be the result not of the addition of a glaze but of a high polish. The slight asperities
 of the surface are worn down, not coated over; showing that the glassy polish
 prevailing over the entire surface of this specimen is due to attrition only. The coll-

 clusion that I should come to is, therefore, that the polish was affected by the operation
 of sand in running water; just as in the Egyptian desert stones are polished by the

 impact of grains of sand borne along in clouds on the wind. I have seen no mention

 of the conditions under which these flints are found, but should regard it as tolerably
 certain that they come from a bed of sand, or sandy gravel, which once formed part of

 the bed of a river, and by continual movement would produce the polished surface which

 in these implements is so marked a feature. A. J. HOGG.

 Anthropology. Lang.
 Misgivings of an Anthropologist. By Andrew Lang. A

 In studying lately the suibject of totemism, I have been led to the conclusion E
 that certain opinions may be misdoubted as possibly fallacious. That I may be
 corrected if mny own logic is astray, I venture to offer a few examples.

 I. As long as we believe that, in the dawn of totemistic society, descent was

 reckoned in the female line it is a fallacy to suggest that the hereditary totem and totem
 name originated in anything connected with the individual male.

 Dr. Fison wrote in 1880, " The Australian divisions show that the totem is, in the
 " first place, the badge of a group, not of an individual. . . . . And, even if it

 were first given to an individual, his family, i.e, his children, could not inherit it

 " from him."*

 This has always been obvious, yet most theories of the origin of totemism start

 from the yunbeai, nagual, nyarong, or otherwise named animal or plant " familiar,"

 * Xamilaroi and Kurnai, p. 168.
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